PADMANXBHA AND HEROIC POETRY                       107

Mussalmans. A great battle ensues; and the Hindus, fight-
ing valiantly, are killed to a man. (Canto ii)

This unflinching and terrible self-immolation in order
to safeguard their honour was the marvellous fea-
ture of Hindu warfare during those dire times. There is
not a fort in Rajputana which cannot boast of the proud
heroism of women who wooed fire to save their honour, and
of men who marched to death to preserve their freedom.

VI

Alla-ud-din captures Samiana, and calls upon Kanhadade
to surrender. But he is again met with a proud refusal.
The Padshah continues his march, and, on the way, pillages
and burns the venerable city of Bhinnamala, even then a
centre of learning. Some skirmishes follow with varying
success. The Mussalman army camps near Jhalora. Alla-
ud-din's daughter, Piroja, who has fallen in love with
Viramadeva, the son of Kanhadade, insists on an offer of
marriage being sent to the latter. With lofty pride, the
Rajput prince spurns the offer.

The Cohana's race is spotless, like the full moon. Descended as I am
from the sun, shall I disgrace the founder of my race ? . . . Shall I become
a convert ? This has never happened before, and shall not happen now,1

The insulted Padshah then proceeds to invest Jhalora.
He finds it in a merry mood, for, he hears bands playing
within her walls, and sees festive banners floating on her
towers. The Rajputs, at intervals, sally from the fort and
harass the besiegers, and the Sultan has eventually to with-
draw towards Delhi. Kanhadade, thirsting for fight, comes
out of Jhalora, and his armies press the retreating Mussal-
man army hard.

The princess, having acquired occult knowledge, finds
that Virama was her husband in previous lives. She tells
her father of her relationship with Virama, and prophesies